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SUMMARY 
“Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and 
integrity are necessary preconditions to this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all 
academic work be wholly the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are 
legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged. Ethical conduct is the 
obligation of every member of the university community, and breaches of academic integrity 
constitute serious offenses” (Academic Integrity Policy, p. 1).  The principles of academic 
integrity entail simple standards of honesty and truth. Each member of the university has a 
responsibility to uphold the standards of the community and to take action when others violate 
them.  Faculty members have an obligation to educate students to the standards of academic 
integrity and to report violations of these standards to the appropriate deans. Students are 
responsible for knowing what the standards are and for adhering to them. Students also should 
bring any violations of which they are aware to the attention of their instructors. 
 
Violations of Academic Integrity 
Any involvement with cheating, the fabrication or invention of information used in an academic 
exercise, plagiarism, facilitating academic dishonesty, or denying others access to information or 
material may result in disciplinary action being taken at either the college or university level. 
Breaches of academic integrity can result in serious consequences ranging from reprimand to 
expulsion. Violations of academic integrity are classified into four categories based on the level 
of seriousness of the behaviors. Brief descriptions are provided below. This is a general 
description and is not to be considered as all-inclusive. 
 
Level One Violations 
These violations may occur because of ignorance or inexperience on the part of the person(s) 
committing the violation and ordinarily involve a very minor portion of the course work. 
Examples: Improper footnoting or unauthorized assistance on academic work. 
Recommended Sanctions: Makeup assignment. 
 
Level Two Violations 
Level two violations involve incidents of a more serious nature and affect a more significant 
aspect or portion of the course. 
Examples: Quoting directly or paraphrasing without proper acknowledgment on a moderate 
portion of the assignment; failure to acknowledge all sources of information and contributors 
who helped with an assignment. 
Recommended Sanctions: Probation, a failing grade on the assignment, or a failing grade in the 
course. 
 
Level Three Violations 
Level three offenses involve dishonesty on a significant portion of course work, such as a major 
paper, an hourly, or a final examination. Violations that are premeditated or involve repeat 
offenses of level one or level two are considered level three violations. 
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Examples: Copying from or giving others assistance on an hourly or final examination, 
plagiarizing major portions of an assignment, using forbidden material on an hourly or 
final examination, using a purchased term paper, presenting the work of another as one’s own, 
altering a graded examination for the purposes of regrading. 
Recommended Sanctions: Suspension from the university for one or more terms, with a notation 
of “academic disciplinary suspension” placed on a student’s transcript for the period 
of suspension, and a failing grade in the course. 
 
Level Four Violations 
Level four violations are the most serious breaches of academic integrity, and also include repeat 
offenses of level three violations. 
Examples: Forgery of grade change forms; theft of examinations; having a substitute take an 
examination; dishonesty relating to senior thesis, master’s thesis, or doctoral dissertation; 
sabotaging another’s work; the violation of the ethical code of a profession; or all infractions 
committed after return from suspension for a previous violation. 
 
Recommended Sanctions: Expulsion from the university and a permanent notation on the 
student’s transcript. Faculty members who believe that violations have occurred should 
immediately contact the Office of the Dean. Students who suspect that other students are 
involved in actions of academic dishonesty should speak to the instructor of the course. 
Questions on reporting procedures may be directed to the Office of the Dean. 
 
UNIVERSITY CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT SUMMARY 
A university in a free society must be devoted to the pursuit of truth and knowledge through 
reason and open communication among its members. Its rules should be conceived for the 
purpose of furthering and protecting the rights of all members of the university community in 
achieving these ends. All members of the Rutgers University community are expected to behave 
in an ethical and moral fashion, respecting the human dignity of all members of the community 
and resisting behavior that may cause danger or harm to others through violence, theft, or 
bigotry. All members of the Rutgers University community are expected to adhere to the 
civil and criminal laws of the local community, state, and nation, and to regulations promulgated 
by the university. All members of the Rutgers University community are expected to observe 
established standards of scholarship and academic freedom by respecting the intellectual 
property of others and by honoring the right of all students to pursue their education 
in an environment free from harassment and intimidation.  
Preamble 
University Code of Student Conduct 
 
Overview 
Communities establish standards in order to ensure that they are able to fulfill their mission and 
keep their members from harm. The University Code of Student Conduct (referred to as “the 
code” in the remainder of this summary) defines those kinds of behavior that violate the 
standards of the Rutgers University community and also provides the mechanism for addressing 
alleged violations. In doing so, the code protects the rights of those accused of offenses (referred 
to as “respondents” in the remainder of this summary) by providing due process while also 
protecting victims of those offenses and the university community as a whole. 



 
Filing a Complaint 
Any individual may file a complaint against a student suspected of violating the code by 
notifying the dean of students (or equivalent) of the respondent’s college or school, or the 
assistant director of judicial affairs in the Office of Compliance, Student Policy, and Judicial 
Affairs. 
 
Preliminary Review 
Upon receipt of a complaint, a preliminary review is conducted by the dean of students (or 
equivalent) or his or her designee to assess the evidence and determine if it is sufficient to 
proceed to a hearing. The dean conducting this review also assesses the seriousness of the 
charges. The most serious charges can, upon a finding of responsibility, result in separation from 
the university (suspension or expulsion). These serious cases are decided at university 
hearings. Less serious offenses (nonseparable offenses) are heard according to procedures in 
place at the student’s college or school. 
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