Laboratory Setup

Soil Microcosms
Materials

Equipment

· Balance

· Scissors
Supplies

· Plastic flowerpots

· Dry, sieved soil

· Yeast extract

· Fertilizer (15-30-15)

· Markers

· Filter paper

Activities

· Set up five soil microcosms with different fertilizer treatments

	Treatment
	Fertilizer
	Yeast Extract

	     Organic
	0.0 g
	1.6 g

	     Inorganic
	0.2 g
	0.0 g

	     Combined Low
	0.1 g
	1.6 g

	     Combined High
	0.4 g
	1.6 g

	     Unamended
	0.0 g
	0.0 g


Procedure

1. Cut out a circle of filter paper to fit the bottom of the flower pot.

2. Use a glass beaker to measure out ~300ml of soil.

3. Weigh out the appropriate amount of fertilizer and mix it into the soil.

4. Put the filter paper circle into the bottom of the flowerpot

5. Pour in the soil and fertilizer mix until it is ~1/2 inch from the top.

6. Water the soil until it is all moist.
